
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

POWER Wins Big with the Living Wage—School Funding is Next! 
Nancy Megley, Wilhelmina Young, and Betsy Connor 
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County in a statewide effort to pass an FFFF law. 
We will build relationships with voters who care 
about education so they will join us in this work. 
The campaign will run from this fall’s elections to 
June 30 (deadline for the 2015–16 state budget):  

 Oct: During the Fall Voter Engagement cam-
paign, we will ask people to pledge to vote and 
urge them to sign postcards showing their 
support for an FFFF. POWER will mail the cards 
to the winning candidates to put them on 
notice that their constituents will be watching 
how they vote on school funding.  

 Nov: We will reconnect with the people we 
spoke with during the fall campaign to thank 
them for voting and ask them to work with us 
to pass the FFFF.  

 Dec–Jun: We will lobby the governor and our 
representatives in Harrisburg while the budget 
is being developed and negotiated. We will 
work to influence legislators who don't usually 
vote with the Philadelphia bloc, expand paren-
tal involvement, and deliver a compelling mes-
sage about the right of every child to a quality, 
fully funded public education.  

If anyone doubts that this work can make a 
difference, consider these results from the spring 
campaign: POWER volunteers reached out to 
nearly 48,000 registered voters who usually skip 
primary elections and 79% of the congregations 
increased voter turnout in the territories they 
targeted. Turnout for the primary was 19% for 
Philadelphia as a whole. It was 33% among voters 
that POWER contacted. 

In an August sermon, Rev. Hynicka preached 
about what it means to follow Jesus. As Chris-
tians, we are called to act whenever we see 
injustice. He specifically pointed to Philadelphia’s 
school funding crisis and said we are all expected 
to get involved in POWER’s campaign to end it. 
So watch for the announcements and join us in 
this good fight for Philadelphia’s public schools 
and our children’s future! 
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Last spring, volunteers from Arch Street and 40 
other POWER congregations called voters and 
went knocking door to door to pass Question 1, 
the Living Wage amendment, on the May 20 pri-
mary ballot. The campaign was a huge success! 
Most ballot measures pass by just over 50%. 
Question 1 passed by a 75% margin and got more 
votes than any candidate on the ballot! Now, 
thousands of our Philadelphia neighbors who 
work for city subcontractors will be better able to 
provide for their families. Everyone who took 
part in the campaign can feel proud of what we 
accomplished together. 

Half of the funding for Philadelphia’s school 
system comes from the state and POWER’s next 
goal is to pass a Full, Fair Funding Formula (FFFF) 
law for Pennsylvania’s public schools. A commis-
sion in Harrisburg is working on a fair funding 
formula (our state is one of only three in the 
nation without one) that would distribute educa-
tion funds based on a district’s total number of 
students and their specific needs. That is a good 
start, but we won’t solve the problem unless we 
make sure our schools are fully funded—the first 
of POWER’s “Four F’s.” 

POWER is uniting with faith-based organiza-
tions in Pittsburgh, Allentown, and Montgomery 
C 

 

 

 

You’re never too young or too old! Jordan Harris and 
Nancy Megley canvassing in Kensington on May 10.  

Photo courtesy of POWER 
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A New Member Joins Arch Street’s Ministry Staff 
Darlene DiDomineck 
 

 
 

Hello, Arch Street! 

I can hardly believe that the summer is 
ending and fall is right around the corner. 
I have enjoyed my first few months 
serving as your new Deaconess and the 
wonderful welcome you have extended 
to me. I look forward to getting to know 
you as we journey together in ministry. 

Many of you have asked what a Dea-
coness is and how we differ from the 
ministry of the ordained Deacon. Deacon-
esses are a lay order officially recognized 
by General Conference in 1888. We are 
commissioned into lifetime ministries of 

love, justice, and service to: “alleviate 
suffering; eradicate causes of injustice 
and all that robs life of dignity and worth; 
facilitate the development of full human 
potential; and share in building global 
community through the church univer-
sal.” So, naturally, when my husband and 
I made the decision to move back to 
Philadelphia, Arch Street UMC was the 
perfect fit! I will be serving primarily with 
Grace Café and Arch Street’s ministries of 
justice and service. I will also be serving 
the Central District as your new District 
Resource Assistant.  

A little about me…I earned a Master of 
Divinity from Union Theological Seminary 
in New York City and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Women’s Studies from The University of 
South Florida. I first found my way to 
Philadelphia as a US-2 Missionary serving 
with Pastor Robin at Frankford Group 
Ministry and later as the Director of 
Emergency Assistance. For the last few 

years, I have been serving in the New 
York Annual Conference first with the 
General Board of Global Ministries (one 
of the UMC Boards and Agencies you 
support with your apportionments—
thank you!) and most recently with a 
Reconciling congregation in White Plains, 
New York as the Coordinator of Minis-
tries. I serve on the Northeastern Juris-
diction Task Force on Structure and as a 
member of the national Board of Direc-
tors of the Methodist Federation for 
Social Action. I hope you will seek me out 
and share your hopes and dreams for 
what a justice-seeking, healthy, and 
whole United Methodist Church looks like 
as I seek to be a voice of love, justice, and 
service on your behalf! 

I hope you will join us Sunday evenings 
to volunteer with Grace Café! If you want 
more information about volunteering 
with Grace Café, you can reach me via 
email at darlene.didomineck@gmail.com.   
 

 

News from the Reconciling Movement  
Dave Krueger

It has been quite a whirlwind since I 
became co-chair of Reconciling United 
Methodists of Eastern Pennsylvania in 
June. Just days after I took over the posi-
tion from Herb Snyder, complaints were 
filed against the 30-plus clergy who par-
ticipated in the wedding of Rick Taylor 
and Bill Gatewood in November 2013. 
After a series of meetings with the re-
sponding clergy and Bishop Johnson, we 
agreed to enter into a confidential 
process with the complainants to pursue 
a just resolution. These negotiations are 
ongoing and I am hopeful that our 
witness will continue to inspire others to 
challenge the United Methodist Church to 
be more welcoming of all God’s children. 

Since the Arch Street wedding and the 
Frank Schaefer trial last fall, Reconciling 
Methodists have had renewed momen-
tum to support LGBTQ persons in the 
church and beyond. In order to channel 
this momentum effectively, we have 
mapped out an organization plan to dele-
gate various tasks to different teams. 
Some of the teams will focus on: com-
munications (website, social media, etc.), 
congregational support (mentoring and 
recruiting new congregations to become 
Reconciling), education (developing an 
LGBTQ theological statement and con-
ducting trainings), legislative (research 
and creating legislation for annual and 
general conferences), and special events 

(coordinating UMC participation in Philly 
Pride Fest and other LGBTQ events). We 
are also looking for candidates to be part 
of a strategic team to help provide overall 
direction to our multifaceted and growing 
movement. 

If you would like more information 
about the various teams or would like to 
participate in one of them, please contact 
davidkrueger01@gmail.com. You can fol-
low the activities of RUM-EPA on our 
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/ 
rumepa) and also our new Twitter feed: 
@ReconcilingEPA.

News & People 
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One Step Away—Philadelphia’s Street Newspaper 
Jen Dublin, Projects Coordinator, One Step Away  

One Step Away, Philadelphia’s first and 
only street paper aimed at raising aware-
ness around issues of homelessness, has 
been proud to call Arch Street UMC a 
partner for the past four years. Over that 
time, a temporary office in Nichols Hall 
three days per week has served as the 
training and distribution point for our 
vendors. Together, we have been able to 
offer those without shelter meaningful 
income and personal growth opportu-
nities through helping to create and 
distribute a monthly newspaper. Through 
the experience of vending the One Step 
Away paper, participants are able to culti-
vate transferable skills such as sched-
uling, sales, budgeting, and inventory 
management.  

 Each year, One Step Away's editorial 
board and advisory committee honor 
those working to bring Philadelphia one 
step closer to ending homelessness with 
an award we call "The Steppy.” This year, 
we were overjoyed to recognize the work 
of Arch Street’s Rev. Robin Hynicka and 
church sexton Russell Whaley. 

 

 Pastor Robin really embodies the spirit 
of the congregation, being a good neigh-
bor to all people of Philadelphia. He walks 
the walk by opening the doors and ac-
cepting everyone with open arms, in-
cluding guests at Arch Street’s own Grace 
Café ministry as well as outside organiza-
tions that need a home, like One Step 
Away and the student-run overnight 
shelter during the cold winter months. 

 Russell Whaley was also recognized this 
year as one of the many unsung heroes of 
Arch Street’s service to the community. 
Russell exemplifies the church’s mission 
to love, nurture, and encourage by greet-
ing everyone with a cheerful smile and 
always going the extra mile for anyone, 
whether it is doing them a favor or just 
listening with an open heart and mind. 

We thank Pastor Robin and Russell for 
their hard work and dedication, and we 
also thank the congregation of Arch 
Street for their community spirit, willing-
ness to help, acceptance, and openness. 
 Our program is growing and we will 
soon have a permanent office in a room 

 
 

off Nichols Hall where our writers can 
come to compose their stories—
donations of computers will be very 
welcome! 

 If you would like to be more involved 
with One Step Away, pick up a paper from 
a vendor in a bright yellow vest, purchase 
a subscription, participate in our Vendor 
for a Day program, or submit an article 
for publication. More details about One 
Step Away and how you can get involved 
can be found at www.osaphilly.org. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Native American Sunday 
Dale Shillito 

Arch Street’s annual Native American 
Awareness day will be celebrated at both 
morning services on Sunday, October 19.  

 In 2012, the United Methodist Church’s 
General Conference and Annual Confer-
ences highlighted “An Act of Repen-
tance.” We recognized that as a denomi-
nation we have acted in conformity with, 
or have not voiced concern against, 
historical and ongoing oppression of 

Native Americans in the United States. A 
complex but unsophisticated people, 
unfamiliar with private ownership of land 
and susceptible to European diseases, 
saw an entire continent taken from under 
their feet.  

 We cannot change the past; however, 
Rev. Susanne Duchesne, a non-Native 
member of CONAM (the Eastern Penn-
sylvania Conference Office of Native 

American Ministries), will speak at the 
morning services on how “An Act of Re-
pentance” calls us as non-Natives to 
recognize the problems that still exist 
today, and how we as a congregation can 
both be proud of what we have done in 
the past and can move on to further re-
late to these, God's children. Spirit Wing's 
Barbara and Barry will enrich both 
services with their native music and song. 

The 2014 Charge Conference 

The Charge Conference is a UMC congregation’s annual business meeting to review the state of the 
church, present reports, vote on matters that require a decision by the full congregation, and elect 
officers and committees for the coming year. Arch Street’s 2014 Charge Conference will take place 
Tuesday December 2 at 7:45 PM in the chapel. District Superintendent Anita Powell will preside. 
This is an important meeting in the life of the church and everyone is encouraged to attend. 
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Minister’s Message 

 
Rev. Robin Hynicka,  
Senior Pastor  

What appears below is an excerpt from a 
paper I wrote a few years ago for a group 
of clergy engaged in serious theological 
discourse. Recently I shared the paper 
with the Arch Street ministerial staff. In 
discussion with them, it was determined 
that Power Analysis is indeed essential to 
faithful living. I trust that this short sum-
mary will stimulate the entire Arch Street 
community to invest significant time in 
understanding and utilizing power.  

“One of the great problems of history is 
that the concepts of love and power have 
usually been contrasted as opposites, 
polar opposites, so that love is identified 
with a resignation of power, and power 
with a denial of love. What is needed is a 

realization that power without love is 
reckless and abusive, and that love with-
out power is sentimental and anemic… 
power at its best is love implementing 
the demands of justice, and justice at its 
best is love correcting everything that 
stands against love.”   

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

There are many instances in the Bible 
that for me represent the paradoxical 
nature of power as it is aligned with 
Divine purpose: Noah surviving the Great 
Flood; Moses outrunnng Pharaoh; Josh-
ua  and the Jericho Wall; Samson and the 
Philistines; Namaan healed by washing in 
the meager Jordan as opposed to the 
mighty Euphrates; David the youth slay-
ing Goliath the giant; Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego in Nebuchadnezzar’s fiery 
furnace; Elijah and the Prophets of Baal; 
Jesus the Boy in the Temple with the 
Elders; Jesus and the Cross; Jesus and the 
Grave; Paul and Rome; Peter addressing 
persecution. 

 Then of course there are those pointed 
pronouncements that entreat us to live 
the power paradox: “The first shall be 
last and the last, first”; “Lose your life to 
find it”; “Love your enemy,” etc. 

 All of this, it seems to me, presents an 
alternate reality that promotes a power 
dynamic that places pathos over privilege 
and demands acute attention. 

 Power analysis, I suggest, is a spiritual 
discipline. 

 Power—where it comes from, who has 
it, why they have it, how they use it, and 
how far they will go to keep it—are the 
essential questions those of us who wish 
to remain in communion/covenant with 
God must ask ourselves and others on a 
daily basis. Idolatry—assigning and as-
suming power where there is an assumed 
right to power—is the proverbial prob-
lem. 

 The words of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego negate the power of privilege 
and elevate the power of pathos when 
they respond to King Nebuchadnezzer, 
“We have no need to present a defense 
to you in this matter. If our God whom 
we serve is able to deliver us from the 
furnace of blazing fire and out of your 
hand, O King, let him deliver us. But if 
not, we will not serve your gods and we 
will not worship the golden statue that 
you have set up.” If only we could love 
and trust God so completely. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Church and Community Days (“Messy Wednesdays”) 
Rev. Robin Hynicka 

Arch Street will host two “Messy Wed-
nesdays” this coming year, on December 
3, 2014 and March 18, 2015. 

Messy Wednesdays are community-
building, friendship-making, and fun-
filled evenings for everyone. Starting at 

5:45 PM, we will share a delicious dinner 
and afterward there will be a variety of 
activities for every age group. The 
December 3 event will feature activities 
related to Advent; the March 18 event 
will be appropriate for Lent. 

Volunteers are needed to assist with 

designing and implementing these events. 

Please contact Pastor Robin at 215-498-

3718 or robin@archstreetumc.org. 

Columns 

The Christmas Breakfast Ministry 

Arch Street volunteers and friends will gather early on Christmas morning to offer a warm welcome, a 
hot breakfast, and a carol sing-along to our neighbors who are currently experiencing homelessness. 
This ministry is a wonderful way to connect with what we celebrate on this special day. It’s also a lot 
of fun! So plan to volunteer and make the breakfast part of your Christmas observance this year. 
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The Gifts That Give 

Rev. Reinhard Kruse 

A saying of wisdom: “Into the hands that 
give, the gift is given.” 

Some people are grabbers—there is an 
emptiness that never seems to be filled. 
Others are givers—they have generosity 
in their hands and hearts and are always 
giving. Jesus gave himself, and because 
he gave himself, the gift of life is in his 
hands.  

 One church member I remember had 
very severe rheumatoid arthritis, yet 
when I visited she always asked how vari-

ous people on the prayer list were doing. 
She never asked for prayers, she had the 
prayers in her hands. There are always 
prayer requests, but there are also many 
prayers given. Into those hands that offer 
prayer, prayers have already been given.   

 In our personal experience with Hosts 
for Hospitals, Sue and I house families 
who come to Philadelphia for special 
medical treatments because of a life-
threatening illness. They come worried, 
stressed, afraid, uncertain how they will 

manage. We provide a bedroom and a 
bathroom; a free temporary and secure 
home. When the medical crisis is over, 
they are discharged to go home to 
recover. When we say goodbye and see 
the relief, the hope, the immense grati-
tude in their eyes, we feel that we are the 
ones who have been blessed far more. 

 In the church you must always serve, 
and that is when you discover that the 
gift of the Kingdom of God is in your own 
hands. 

 

Our History: Christmas in the Philippines 
Dale Shillito, Arch Street Historian 

Arch Street UMC’s historic archives have 
yielded an article contributed by member 
Grace Regino. Grace, who comes from the 
Philippines, is an RN. In December 2002, 
she held a health fair in Nichols Hall for 
the congregation. In the spirit of the 
season, she also displayed an article de-
scribing how Christmas is celebrated in 
the Philippines. As we look forward to this 
year’s Advent and Christmas season, it is 
instructive to learn how fellow Christians 
celebrate the birth of Christ halfway 
around the world: 

“The Philippines is an independent island 
nation in the Western Pacific about 800 
km (500 miles) off the coast of Southeast 

Asia. Over the centuries, foreign elements 
have been added to the indigenous Malay 
culture, creating a mosaic that reflects 
both Eastern and Western influences. 
Constituting about 90% of the population, 
the Philippines is predominantly Catholic 
because Spain ruled the islands for 400 
years. 

 “Christmas (Pasko) celebration begins 
the first week of December. Every house-
hold has a parol, the Filipino Christmas 
lantern, which is shaped like a large star. 
This signifies that Jesus is the light of the 
world. It is lit every night throughout the 
Christmas season, which ends on January 

6th. Presents cannot be opened until that 
date, which is when the Three Wise Men 
visited and gave gifts to the baby Jesus. 
Singbang Gabi is an age-old Philippine tra-
dition that starts nine days before Christ-
mas. It is a series of evening masses, or 
Protestant services, highlighted by the 
partaking of puto bumbong and salabat 
(rice cake and ginger tea). On the eve of 
Christmas there is a special midnight 
mass, Misa de Gallo, to worship and cele-
brate the birthday of Jesus Christ.”  

 Maligayang Pasko at manigong ba-
gong—Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year! 

 
Small Group Meetings/Bible Studies 
Rev. Robin Hynicka 

This fall and winter, two 8-week sessions 
are scheduled to encourage the forma-
tion of small groups to engage in spiritual 
reflection, sharing, and growth. Part Bible 
Study, part silent meditation, and part 
personal sharing, each meeting will look 
at the biblical texts assigned to the 
upcoming Sunday. Participants will share 
questions, insights, and inspiration. For 
those who attend worship, these sessions 
will enhance the worshipping experience.

   Pastor Robin is recruiting persons to 
organize and lead up to five small groups. 
Sessions can be held in homes, commu-
nity rooms, church, or any other appro-
priate meeting place. Leaders and partici-
pants are encouraged and expected to be 
intentional about inviting and including 
unchurched neighbors and friends. Train-
ing, study materials, and ongoing support 
will be provided. 

The first session is scheduled for 
October 19–December 12, 2014 and the 
second will be held February 1–March 27, 
2015. Each small group will meet once a 
week during each session. 

For more information, please contact 
Pastor Robin at robin@archstreetumc.org 
or 215-498-3718. 
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Committee Meetings, Special Events and Activities 
United Methodist Men meet the first Saturday of the month at 10:00 AM; United Methodist Women meet the second Sunday of the 
month immediately after the 11:00 AM service; the Native American Indian Awareness Group meets the second Wednesday of the 
month at 6:30 PM. Refer to the weekly “What’s Happening” bulletin for exceptions to these dates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Birthdays

 
 

   

 
  

Regular Sunday Activities 
  8:00 AM - Nursery, 1st floor (open till 12:30 PM)   

  8:30 AM - Worship, Chapel 

  9:45 AM - Adult Sunday School, Chapel 

  9:45 AM - Youth Bible Study, 2nd fl. Office  

  9:45 AM - Children’s Sunday School, Nichols Hall 

  9:45 AM - Choir Rehearsal, Choir Loft 

11:00 AM - Worship, Sanctuary 

  2:00 PM - Unity Fellowship Church Service, Chapel 

  4:30 PM - Grace Chorale Rehearsal, Nichols Hall 

  5:30 PM - Grace Café, Sanctuary and Nichols Hall 
 

Weekly Activities 
Monday   1:00 PM - Tea and Talk, Chapel 
   5:30 PM - AA Meeting, Nichols Hall 
   7:00 PM - Freedom Band Rehearsal, Chapel 

Tuesday         12:00 PM - Bible Study with Rev. Waller, Sanctuary 
   3:00 PM - Community Music Program, Chapel 

Wednesday   5:30 PM - AA Meeting, Nichols Hall 

Thursday   3:00 PM - Community Music Program, Chapel 
   5:30 PM - AA Meeting, Nichols Hall 
   7:00 PM - Diversity Group, Chapel 

October 2014 
Oct 5: World Communion Sunday 

Oct 10-12: Fall Pocono Platform 
Retreat 

Oct 19: Native American Awareness 
Sunday 

 
 

 

 

December 2014                                     
Dec 7: World AIDS Sunday 

Dec 13: Eliza Shirley Christmas Party 

Dec 14: Children’s Christmas Program 

Dec 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Dec 25: Annual Christmas Breakfast for the 
Homeless—office closed Dec 25 and 26 
(AA will meet Dec 26) 

 

 

November  
  2 - Gaspar Santos  
  3 - Daniel Timmerman 
  4 - Joe Kalil 
  6 - Gwendolyn Beatty 
  8 - Thomas Brislin 
10 - Ray Mount 
11 - Cathy Minecci 
12 - Francisco Santos 
16 - John Knox Jr., Dannyale Small  
17 - Molly McNeill 
19 - Pamela Thomas 
20 - Dorothy Twiggs  
22 - Ken Dorsey, Phil Gressman, 

Serafim Santos  
24 - Rev. Robert Booker,  

Mary Crawford 
25 - John Kitterell, Sue Kruse,  

David Mordell 
28 - Myrna Brown, Patti Manuel  
30 - Debra Wood 
 
  

 

December 

  2 - Regina Bedell 
  4 - Aaron Carson  
  6 - Kobina Amissah, 
 Don Robinson 
13 - Richard Dudley  
16 - Fornati Bedell,  
 Elizabeth Lexa, 
 Bob Reeves 
19 - Gladys Ackerman, 

Heather Warley 
20 - Alice Ming 
22 - Carol Jones, 
 Steve Raytek 
24 - Stephanie Carson 
25 - Janice Ciampa 
28 - Juanita Campbell Ford 
29 - Barbara Prince 
30 - Zeke Sadler 
31 - Jonathan Liu 
 

October  
  1 - Bill Carson  
  5 - Joan Ferron 
  8 - Carl Davis 
10 - Nicola Jefferson 
11 - Sylvia Rose Kim, George Logan  
15 - Dennis Mayes,  

Kalolaine Tapealava 
18 - Pat Taylor  
19 - Nemahun Tucker 
20 - Terry Whaley  
22 - Tolu Ogunkeye 
23 - Janis Campbell 
24 - Yema Tucker 
25 - James Williams 
26 - Joe Gutman 
28 - Charles Fry, Siafa Lewis 
31 - Katie Donnelly, Will Jackson 

 
 
 

November 2014 
Nov 2: All Saints Sunday 

Nov 27: Thanksgiving—office closed Nov 
27 and 28 (AA will meet Nov 27) 

Nov 30: United Methodist Student Day 

 

Submit calendar events to Nancy Megley (nmegley@msn.com).  
Listings for Winter 2015 issue due November 1. 

Events 

December  
  2 - Regina Bedell 
  4 - Aaron Carson  
  6 - Kobina Amissah,  

Don Robinson 
13 - Richard Dudley  
16 - Fornati Bedell, Elizabeth Lexa, 

Bob Reeves 
19 - Gladys Ackerman,  

Heather Warley 
20 - Alice Ming 
22 - Carol Jones, Steve Raytek  
24 - Stephanie Ann Carroll Carson 
25 - Janice Ciampa 
26 - Nathaniel Collazzo 
28 - Juanita Campbell Ford 
29 - Barbara Prince 
30 - Zoey Bonfante, Zeke Sadler  
31 - Jonathan Liu 
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The 2014 Youth Mission Trip 
Jordan Harris 

Over the summer, the Arch Street United 
Methodist youth had another successful 
mission trip to Pembroke, North Carolina, 
tribal seat of the Native American Lum-
bee people. This opportunity for service 
gave us a chance to grow in community 
with one another yet again. Staying in the 
University of North Carolina–Pembroke 
Baptist Student Center, we spent the 
week together laughing, learning, serving, 
and growing as a Youth and Young Adult 
group. 

 We, with Native American congrega-
tions and lay leadership from the North 
Carolina Annual Conference, worked yet 
again at Hickory Grove UMC in Pembroke. 
For many years now, we have been re-
turning to participate in the building up of 
this faith community both relationally as 
well as industrially. This year, we helped 

build the roof of a new addition to the 
sanctuary! We also worked at a local food 
bank helping to sort, package, and dis-
tribute supplies to people experiencing 
food scarcity in another part of the 
United States. Each year, we learn more 
and more just how diverse, and yet 
universal, our human experience really is. 

 While in Pembroke, we took time out 
from work and fun to talk about growing 
up. This time away from the chaos and 
patterns of our everyday lives gives us a 
chance to think critically about who we 
are and who we want to be as young 
people alive in the world today. We 
wrestled with the theme of “being made 
new in Christ.” Using scripture, life 
experience, and stories—as well as a little 
Alice in Wonderland—we talked about 
“where have we been, where are we 

now, and where will we go in the future?” 
We know that God’s love and grace have 
a major impact on our everyday lives as 
well as our lives overall. 

 The mission trip would not have been 
possible without the support and encour-
agement of our Arch Street family. We 
are so grateful for your willingness to 
support us and show that you really care! 
For all of us, the annual mission trip 
creates deep and meaningful memories 
that will stay with us for years to come. 

Participants in this year’s mission trip included 
Zoey, Jacob, and Aaron Bonfante; Elizabeth 
and Katie Donnelly; Miles Jefferson; Jhalil 
McGhee; Sarah, Mark, and Guy McNeill; Callie 
Chen; and Anana Tinnhé. Jordan Harris and 
Marge Donnelly chauffeured and presided. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Young people from Arch Street UMC spent a week 
helping to construct the roof for an addition to the 
sanctuary at Hickory Grove UMC in Pembroke, North 
Carolina (top). They also spent an afternoon assisting at a 
local food bank (right). 

 (Photos courtesy of Zoey Bonfante and Marge Donnelly) 
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Voice of the Spire, the 
newsletter of Arch Street 
United Methodist Church, 
is published 4 times per 
year and distributed free 
to members and friends of 
the congregation. To be 
added to our mailing list, 
please notify: Secretary, 
Arch Street United Meth-
odist Church, 55 North 
Broad Street, Philadelphia, 
PA 19107.  

POSTMASTER: Return un-
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New Year’s Day 
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Arch Street’s Wilhelmina Young (left) is part of 
POWER’s Education Strategy Team that has 
traveled to Harrisburg to lobby our state legis-
lature over public school funding. 
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